Content area sample PLDS


Grade Three Reading Performance Level Descriptors

Dimension A:  Attainment

	Performance Level
	Descriptor – Based on student being provided supports such as assistive technology, adaptations, and/or modifications, and a skill that is reduced in complexity.

	Reading Skills/Concepts
	Specified reading skills/concepts which represent a portion of the grade level content expectations:

1. select the correct meaning of a word using context cues (RD-EP-1.0.3)

2. identify the correct punctuation to place at the end of the sentence after listening to a sentence or passage (RD-EP-1.0.5)

3. identify character, plot, or setting from a grade level book (RD-EP-2.0.2)

4. sequence the events of a passage (RD-EP-2.0.5)

5. match details to main idea(s) (RD-EP-3.0.4)



	Distinguished
	The student exceeds the expectations for demonstrating an independent and accurate understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment with analysis and reflection by:

· using authentic reading materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate novels, nonfiction text, reference materials, magazines, newspapers, etc.)

· applying reading skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., language arts class, school environment, social studies class, library, etc.) to answer questions and locate information

· communicating an in-depth explanation that analyzes or reflects on the task (e.g., identify two meanings of a word and explain how the context cues helped determine the correct meaning; explain how punctuation can change the feeling of a sentence; compare the plot of the book to the movie; reflect on how changing the sequence of a book might change the outcome; categorize the details as relevant or not as relating to the main idea; etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)

· providing multiple ways for the student to access the full range of the grade level content assessed by the alternate assessment (e.g., variety of supports allowing access beyond the specified skill/concept to all pieces of the grade level content standard)


	Proficient
	The student demonstrates an independent and accurate understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts. Occasional inaccuracies, which do not interfere with conceptual understanding, may be present.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· using authentic reading materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate novels, nonfiction text, reference materials, magazines, newspapers, etc.)

· applying reading skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., language arts class, school environment, social studies class, library, etc.) to answer questions and locate information

· using relevant details (e.g., context cues, sentence meaning, character traits, sequence, etc. )

· using reading vocabulary (e.g., context, period, question mark, plot, character, next, etc.)
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., complete a chart illustrating the correct meaning of words using context cues;  complete a story map illustrating the plot; complete a picture sequence chart; explain what details in a newspaper article determine the main idea; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)


	Apprentice
	The student demonstrates basic understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts. Inaccuracies may interfere with or limit the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates some understanding without applying the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· answering the questions (e.g., match word to meaning; identifies character; etc.) 

· using relevant details (e.g., context cues, sentence meaning, character traits, sequence, etc. )

· using reading vocabulary (e.g., context, period, question mark, plot, character, next, etc.)
or by:
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., complete a chart illustrating the correct meaning of words using context cues;  complete a story map illustrating the plot; complete a picture sequence chart; explain what details in a newspaper article determine the main idea; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication but do not assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, or inconsistently facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)



	Novice
	The student demonstrates little or no understanding of the reading skills/concepts.  Inaccuracies interfere with the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates this by:

· inaccurate use of details (e.g., context cues, sentence meaning, character traits, sequence, etc.)

· inaccurate or no use of reading vocabulary (e.g., context, period, question mark, plot, character, next, etc.)

The student is not provided with supports or the supports do not match the student’s level of communication; the supports do not provide access to the specified skills/concepts and do not facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)



Grade Seven Reading Performance Level Descriptors

Dimension A:  Attainment

	Performance Level
	Descriptor

	Reading Skills/Concepts
	Specified reading skills/concepts which represent a portion of the grade level content expectations:

1. identify meaning of specialized vocabulary from grade level passage (RD-07-1.0.8)

2. identify characteristics of short stories, poetry, or plays (RD-07-2.0.2)

3. make prediction or draw conclusions that are logical or accurate based on information provided in grade level passage (RD-07-2.0.7)

4. identify causes and effects between events in a story and character’s behavior as occurs in grade level passage (RD-07-3.0.1)

5. identify specified persuasive techniques in grade level passage (RD-07-3.0.9)



	Distinguished
	The student exceeds the expectations for demonstrating an independent and accurate understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment with analysis and reflection by:

· using authentic reading materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate novels, short stories, poetry, plays, nonfiction text, reference materials, magazines, newspapers, etc.)
· applying reading skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., language arts class, school & community environment, drama class, library, home economics, etc.) to answer questions and locate information
· communicating an in-depth explanation that analyzes or reflects on the problem (e.g., prepare a presentation on safety signs in the work place; explain the difference between short stories and plays; analyze two possible predictions and why one is more logical than the other; compare the event in the story to the different behaviors of main characters; create an advertisement using persuasive techniques; etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)

· providing multiple ways for the student to access the full range of the grade level content assessed by the alternate assessment (e.g., variety of supports allowing access beyond the specified skill/ concept to all pieces of the grade level content standard)


	Proficient
	The student demonstrates an independent and accurate understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts. Occasional inaccuracies, which do not interfere with conceptual understanding, may be present.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· using authentic reading materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate novels, short stories, poetry, plays, nonfiction text, reference materials, magazines, newspapers, etc.)

· applying reading skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., language arts class, school & community environment, drama class, library, home economics, etc.) to answer questions and locate information

· using relevant details (e.g., context of vocabulary, format of text, information from text, events in a story, persuasive techniques, etc. )

· using reading vocabulary (e.g., vocabulary, rhythm, prose, props, scenery, prediction, cause, effect, opinion, etc.)
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., illustrate characteristics of a play; complete a prediction log;  explain the cause of the main character’s actions; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)


	Apprentice
	The student demonstrates basic understanding of the specified reading skills/concepts. Inaccuracies may interfere with or limit the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates some understanding without applying the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· answering the questions (e.g., matches word to meaning, mark all the characteristics of a play, points to the persuasive technique used, etc.) 

· using relevant details (e.g., context of vocabulary, format of text, information from text, events in a story, persuasive techniques, etc. )

· using reading vocabulary (e.g., vocabulary, rhythm, prose, props, scenery, prediction, cause, effect, opinion, etc.)
or by:
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., illustrate characteristics of a play; complete a prediction log;  explain the cause of the main character’s actions; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication but do not assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, or inconsistently facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)


	Novice
	The student demonstrates little or no understanding of the reading skills/concepts.  Inaccuracies interfere with the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates this by:

· inaccurate use of details  (e.g., context of vocabulary, format of text, information from text, events in a story, persuasive techniques, etc.)
· inaccurate or no use of reading vocabulary (e.g., vocabulary, rhythm, prose, props, scenery, prediction, cause, effect, opinion, etc.)
The student is not provided with supports or the supports do not match the student’s level of communication; the supports do not provide access to the specified skills/concepts and do not facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)



Grade Seven Science Performance Level Descriptors

Dimension A:  Attainment

	Performance Level
	Descriptor

	Science Skills/Concepts
	Specified science skills/concepts which represent a portion of the grade level content expectations:

1. identify chemical and/or physical properties of elements and components and categorize them according to their properties (SC-07-1.1.2)

2. explain the cause and effect relationship between straight-line motion and unbalanced forces (SC-07-1.2.1)

3. predict or infer which forces may result in changes in the Earth’s surface or atmosphere (SC-07-2.3.1)

4. describe how the genetic traits can be passed on to the offspring  (SC-07-3.4.1)

5. compare living and nonliving factors in an ecosystem to explain how a change in one factor will affect the whole system (SC-07-4.7.1)



	Distinguished
	The student exceeds the expectations for demonstrating an independent and accurate understanding of the specified science skills/concepts.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment with analysis and reflection by:

· using authentic science materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate texts, reference materials, lab or experiment materials, technology, newspapers, etc.)
· applying science skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., science class, computer lab, technology class, health class, library, outside, etc.) to answer questions and locate information

· communicating an in-depth explanation that analyzes or reflects on the problem (e.g., create an imaginary ecosystem and explain how a change in one factor can affect the whole system; explain the cause and effect relationship between a baseball and a bat [straight line motion and unbalanced forces]; analyze forces and explain why they will or will not result in changes in the Earth’s surface; create a model to demonstrate how genetic traits are passed on to offspring; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)

· providing multiple ways for the student to access the full range of the grade level content assessed by the alternate assessment (e.g., variety of supports allowing access beyond the specified skill/ concept to all pieces of the grade level content standard)


	Proficient
	The student demonstrates an independent and accurate understanding of the specified science skills/concepts. Occasional inaccuracies, which do not interfere with conceptual understanding, may be present.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· using authentic science materials (e.g., grade/age appropriate texts, reference materials, lab or experiment materials, technology, newspapers, etc.)
· applying science skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., science class, computer lab, technology class, health class, library, outside, etc.) to answer questions and locate information

· using relevant details (e.g., living and non-living, differentiate between physical and chemical properties, identify the effects of forces on the Earth’s surface or atmosphere, etc. )

· using science vocabulary (e.g., living, non-living, genetic traits, chemical properties, physical properties, elements, surface, atmosphere, forces, etc.)

· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., categorize properties of elements as physical or chemical using a T-chart; make predictions about the effect a given force will have on the Earth’s surface and explain;  complete a flow chart that demonstrates how genetic traits are passed on to offspring; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)


	Apprentice
	The student demonstrates basic understanding of the specified science skills/concepts. Inaccuracies may interfere with or limit the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates some understanding without applying the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· answering the questions (e.g., matches word to meaning, identifies forces that could effect the Earth’s surface or atmosphere, points to the genetic trait passed on to offspring, etc.) 

· using relevant details (e.g., categorize living and non-living, differentiate between physical and chemical properties,  identify the effects of forces on the Earth’s surface or atmosphere, etc. )

· using science vocabulary (e.g., living, non-living, genetic traits, chemical properties, physical properties, elements, surface, atmosphere, forces, etc.)

or by:
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., categorize properties of elements as physical or chemical using a T-chart; make predictions about the effect a given force will have on the Earth’s surface and explain; complete a flow chart that demonstrates how genetic traits are passed on to offspring; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication but do not assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, or inconsistently facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)


	Novice
	The student demonstrates little or no understanding of the science skills/concepts.  Inaccuracies interfere with the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates this by:

· inaccurate use of details  (e.g., categorize living and non-living, differentiate between physical and chemical properties, identify the effects of forces on the Earth’s surface or atmosphere, etc.)
· inaccurate or no use of science vocabulary (e.g., living, non-living, genetic traits, chemical properties, physical properties, elements, surface, atmosphere, forces, etc.)

The student is not provided with supports or the supports do not match the student’s level of communication; the supports do not provide access to the specified skills/concepts and do not facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., picture symbols, representative objects, text reader,  etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., modified version of grade level text, summarized text, picture symbols, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers; alternate computer keyboard; predictive text; etc.)



Grade Five Mathematics Performance Level Descriptors

Dimension A:  Attainment

	Performance Level
	Descriptor

	Math Skills/Concepts
	Specified math skills/concepts which represent a portion of the grade level content expectations:

1. apply multiple representations (e.g., drawings, manipulatives, base 10 blocks, number lines, expanded form, symbols) to represent whole numbers for real world problems (MA-05-1.1.1)

2. convert units within the same measurement system and determine elapsed time or equal amounts of money  (MA-05-2.2.3)

3. identify 1) at least two congruent or similar figures and 2) locate two congruent or similar figures using the immediate environment or other representation  (MA-05-3.1.5)
4. construct data displays  (MA-05-4.1.2)
5. solve a word problem with a missing variable  (MA-05-5.2.1)


	Distinguished
	The student exceeds the expectations for demonstrating an independent and accurate understanding of the specified math skills/concepts.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment with analysis and reflection by:

· solving a real world problem (e.g., creates sets of markers to represent the number needed for each group; convert 90 minutes to 1 ½ hours; identify two windows in a room that are congruent; create a graph showing classmates’ eye color; etc.)  

· applying math skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., store, home, art class, club, etc.) to solve a problem

· communicating an in-depth explanation that analyzes or reflects on the problem (e.g., explains how to solve a problem using numbers represented in expanded form and on a number line; explains how to select an equal amount of money; explain why quilt squares have to be congruent in order to form a rectangle; explain how by combining data on a graph additional information could be gained; etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., use of manipulatives, number lines, alternate math keyboard, etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., providing problem in simple terms, appropriate manipulatives, reduced number of problems, etc.)

· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)

· providing multiple ways for the student to access the full range of the grade level content assessed by the alternate assessment (e.g., variety of supports allowing access beyond the specified skill/ concept to all pieces of the grade level content standard)


	Proficient
	The student demonstrates an independent and accurate understanding of the specified math skills/concepts. Occasional inaccuracies, which do not interfere with conceptual understanding, may be present.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· solving a real world problem (e.g., creates sets of markers to represent the number needed for each group; convert 90 minutes to 1 ½ hours; identify two windows in a room that are congruent; create a graph showing classmates’ eye color; etc.)  

· applying math skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., store, home, club, etc.) to solve a problem

· using relevant details (e.g., uses provided prices; minutes; hours; size; data; variable, etc.)
· using math vocabulary (e.g., number line, symbols, whole numbers, convert, congruent, similar, graph, data, variable, etc.)

· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., demonstrates an addition problem using manipulatives; completes a chart showing elapsed time when planning a trip; completing a chart organizing congruent shapes which include shapes in the environment; constructing a graph using data; etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., number line, manipulatives, moveable clock, models, pictures for graphs, etc.)
· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., color squares to represent place value, enlarged/tactile number line, textured shapes, actual objects to graph, manipulatives to solve problems, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)


	Apprentice
	The student demonstrates basic understanding of the specified math skills/concepts. Inaccuracies may interfere with or limit the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates some understanding without applying the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· solving a problem (e.g., match number to picture of sets; match clock face to time; match congruent shapes on worksheet; solve a written math problem, etc.) 

· using relevant details (e.g., uses provided prices; minutes; hours; size; data; variable, etc.)

· using math vocabulary (e.g., number line, symbols, whole numbers, convert, congruent, similar, graph, data, variable, etc.)
or by:
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., demonstrates an addition problem using manipulatives; completes a chart showing elapsed time when planning a trip; completing a chart organizing congruent shapes which include shapes in the environment; constructing a graph using data; etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication but do not assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, or inconsistently facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., number line, manipulatives, moveable clock, models, pictures for graphs, etc.)
· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., color squares to represent place value, enlarged/tactile number line, textured shapes, actual objects to graph, manipulatives to solve problems, etc.)removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)


	Novice
	The student demonstrates little or no understanding of the math skills/concepts.  Inaccuracies interfere with the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates this by:

· inaccurate use of details (e.g., uses provided prices; minutes; hours; size; data; variable, etc.)
· inaccurate or no use of math vocabulary (e.g., number line, symbols, whole numbers, convert, congruent, similar, graph, data, variable, etc.)
The student is not provided with supports or the supports do not match the student’s level of communication; the supports do not provide access to the specified skills/concepts and do not facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., number line, manipulatives, moveable clock, models, pictures for graphs, etc.)
· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., color squares to represent place value, enlarged/tactile number line, textured shapes, actual objects to graph, manipulatives to solve problems, etc.)
· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)


Grade Eight Mathematics Performance Level Descriptors

Dimension A:  Attainment

	Performance Level
	Descriptor

	Math Skills/Concepts
	Specified math skills/concepts which represent a portion of the grade level content expectations:

1. apply order of operations when using two operations (addition and multiplication) 

         (MA-08-1.3.1)

2. determine area and/or perimeter of regular and irregular shapes  (MA-08-2.1.1)

3. identify and compare properties of two dimensional figures, quadrilaterals, or polygons and identify the use of an attribute or property within the environment or representation of that environment  (MA-08-3.1.2)

4. identify and interpret data in circle graphs  (MA-08-4.1.1)
5. find the value of a given expression (e.g., n+2) by replacing the variable (letter)  (MA-08-5.2.1)

	Distinguished
	The student exceeds the expectations for demonstrating an independent and accurate understanding of the specified math skills/concepts.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment with analysis and reflection by:

· solving a real world problem (e.g., using order of operations to solve a problem [e.g., Sue needs 6 candy bars at $.50 each plus one soft drink at $1.10]; determine area of irregular shaped room in order to determine number of tiles needed; determine where in the environment 2 D shapes are located and identify the properties; use a circle graph to determine the percentage of students with blue eyes; etc.) 

· applying math skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., store, home, work site, etc.) to solve a problem

· communicating an in-depth explanation that analyzes or reflects on the problem (e.g., explaining the order of operation to use when given a word problem and demonstrate by showing the work; explaining the process of determining area of an irregular shape and how to apply it; interpret data from a circle graph and compare to data from a bar graph; find a missing variable when given in a word problem format and showing work. etc.)
The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., model [e.g., Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally]; calculator; picture glossary; picture data; etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., providing problem in simple terms, appropriate manipulatives, reduced number of problems, etc.)

· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)

· providing multiple ways for the student to access the full range of the grade level content assessed by the alternate assessment (e.g., variety of supports allowing access beyond the specified skill/ concept to all pieces of the grade level content standard)

	Proficient
	The student demonstrates an independent and accurate understanding of the specified math skills/concepts. Occasional inaccuracies, which do not interfere with conceptual understanding, may be present.  The student demonstrates the ability to apply the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· solving a real world problem (e.g., using order of operations to solve a problem [e.g., Sue needs 6 candy bars at $.50 each plus one soft drink at $1.10]; determine area of irregular shaped room in order to determine number of tiles needed; determine where in environment 2 D shapes are located and identify the properties; use a circle graph to determine the percentage of students with blue eyes; etc.) 

· applying math skill/concept in the natural environment (e.g., store, home, work site, etc.) to solve a problem.

· using relevant details (e.g., size, shape, elements, etc.)

· using math vocabulary (e.g., add, multiply, perimeter, area, graph, variable, etc.)

· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., shows the work when completing an order of operations problem; using grid paper draws and solves perimeter and area; create a chart showing 2 D figures and respective properties; construct a circle graph and answer questions using the graph; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication, assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, and facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., model [e.g., Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally]; calculator; picture glossary; picture data; etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., providing problem in simple terms, appropriate manipulatives, reduced number of problems, etc.)

· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)


	Apprentice
	The student demonstrates basic understanding of the specified math skills/concepts. Inaccuracies may interfere with or limit the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates some understanding without applying the skills/concepts to an authentic task and/or environment by:

· solving a problem (e.g., complete order of operations problem, measure perimeter on worksheet, match property to 2 D figure, answer questions about data, solving math problems using a variable, etc.) 

· using relevant details (e.g., size, shape, elements, etc.)

· using math vocabulary (e.g., add, multiply, perimeter, area, graph, variable, etc.)
or by:
· using a model or explanation to demonstrate a concept or solve a problem (e.g., shows the work when completing an order of operations problem; using grid paper draws and solves perimeter and area; create a chart showing 2 D figures and respective properties; construct a circle graph and answer questions using the graph; etc.)

The student is provided supports that are consistent with the student’s level of communication but do not assist in accessing the knowledge/skills/concepts required, or inconsistently facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., model [e.g., Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally]; calculator; picture glossary; picture data; etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., providing problem in simple terms, appropriate manipulatives, reduced number of problems, etc.)

· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)

	Novice
	The student demonstrates little or no understanding of the math skills/concepts.  Inaccuracies interfere with the conceptual understanding.  The student demonstrates this by:

· inaccurate use of details (e.g., size, shape, elements, etc.)

· inaccurate or no use of math vocabulary (e.g., add, multiply, perimeter, area, graph, variable, etc.)
The student is not provided with supports or the supports do not match the student’s level of communication; the supports do not provide access to the specified skills/concepts and do not facilitate access to the grade level content by:

· increasing independence (e.g., use of a calculator, grids that allow the student to count vs. adding or multiplying, models to follow to complete steps in a problem, etc.)

· adapting materials that assist the student in understanding the grade level skill/concept (e.g., providing problem in simple terms, appropriate manipulatives, reduced number of problems, etc.)

· removing physical barriers that limit student interaction (e.g., adapted switch to access information and provide answers)
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