Grade 8 Sample NECAP Writing Items


About the Format of Extended Response Items

Extended Response (ER) items found in the NECAP Writing Assessment will be presented in a format similar to the one below.



Follow along as the poem is read to you. Then read the prompt in the box and follow the directions below.



Use the box below to organize your writing. You may fill it in before you write to plan your response, or you may fill it in after you write to check your response.  What you write in this box will be included as part of your score.



1. What is your focus/controlling idea?  _____________________
__________________________________________________


3. What is the conclusion to your response? __________________________________________________

                     __________________________________________________
W-7-2 and W-7-3: Response to Literary Text Passage – “The Astronomer”
1. Follow along as the passage below is read aloud and then write a response to the prompt that follows.

The Astronomer

An astronomer used to go out at night to observe the stars. One evening, as he wandered through the suburbs with his whole attention fixed on the sky, he fell accidentally into a deep well. While he lamented and bewailed his sores and bruises, and cried loudly for help, a neighbor ran to the well, and learning what had happened said: "Hark ye, old fellow, why, in striving to pry into what is in heaven, do you not manage to see what is on earth?”

Note: Three possible prompts are included below for classroom use. The actual NECAP state assessment will include only one prompt for each item.

1a. Write a paragraph explaining why you think the author chose to include dialogue at the end of the story. Use details from the passage in your response.

OR

1b. Write a paragraph explaining why you think the author chose to write the dialogue in that style. Use details from the passage in your response.

OR

1c. Write a paragraph explaining what you think the author’s theme or message is. Use details from the passage in your response.



(Used with photograph of girl with cell phone) 

W-7-4 and W-7-5: Narrative Prompt 

Note: Two possible prompts are included below for classroom use. The actual NECAP assessment will include only one prompt for each item.

2a. Look at the picture and then write a telephone conversation (dialogue) that reveals character traits of the girl on the cell phone. Use descriptive details in your writing.

OR

2b. Look at the picture and then write a telephone conversation (dialogue) that advances a story line about the girl on the cell phone. Use descriptive details in your writing.


Report prompt for writing items 3 and 4 - Fact Sheet about Aztec School Children

For a report on Ancient Aztec children in Mexico, a student researched the topic and wrote this fact sheet. Read the fact sheet and think about how the life of Aztec school children is different from yours. Then write a response to the prompt that follows.

Fact Sheet about Aztec School Children

· Lived in Mexico between 1200 A.D. and 1500 A.D.

· Schools were part of the temples

· Teachers were priests

· Children between the ages of 5 and 9 lived at the schools

· Aztec boys went to school

· Historians not sure if Aztec girls were allowed to go to school

· Different schools for children of nobility or wealthy people and common (or non-wealthy) children

· Children of nobility learned reading, writing, math, and to play a musical instrument

· Studied astronomy, including how to predict eclipses and comets and how to keep track of the days on a calendar

· Received harsh punishments for misbehavior

· Priests were less strict at schools for children of the common people

· Children of common people allowed to go home

· All children learned about religion and war and memorized stories

· Children had to cook, clean, and help the priests

W-7-6, W-7-7, and W-7-8: Report - Fact Sheet about Aztec School Children

3. Use the fact sheet to write a conclusion for a report about life for Ancient Aztec children. Your paragraph should

· restate your focus/controlling idea

· comment on the significance of the information

· select only the facts you need for your conclusion.



W-7-6, W-7-7, and W-7-8: Report: Fact Sheet about Aztec School Children

Use the box below to organize your writing. You may fill it in before you write to plan your response, or you may fill it in after you write to check your response.  What you write in this box will be included as part of your score.


1. What is your focus/controlling idea?  _____________________
__________________________________________________


3. What is the conclusion of your report? __________________________________________________

                     __________________________________________________

W-7-6, W-7-7, and W-7-8: Persuasive - School Should Start Later in the Day

5. Do you think that school should start and end two hours later each day? Write a persuasive paragraph for your school newspaper developing ONE argument supporting your opinion.



W-7-6, W-7-7, and W-7-8: Persuasive – Year Round School
6. Read the prompt in the box and follow the directions below.


Use the box below to organize your writing. You may fill it in before you write to plan your response, or you may fill it in after you write to check your response.  What you write in this box will be included as part of your score.


1. What is your focus/opinion?  _____________________
__________________________________________________


3. What is the conclusion of your article? __________________________________________________

                     __________________________________________________

	Sample Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7-1.1

7. What is the best way to combine the two sentences below?

Geometry is my favorite part of math class. I do better on the algebra questions.

A. Geometry is my favorite part of math class: However, I do better on the algebra questions.

B. Geometry is my favorite part of math class, and I do better on the algebra questions.

C. Geometry is my favorite part of math class; however, I do better on the algebra questions.

D. Geometry is my favorite part of math class, I do better on the algebra questions.
	W-7.1.1 (combine sentences)                                     Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-1.1: Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by… Using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Constructing a variety of sentence types (e.g., simple and compound, sentences with embedded phrases)



	W-7.1.1

8. What is the best way to combine the two sentences below?

I like doing science assignments. I find science experiences difficult to explain.

A. However, I like doing science experiments, and I find them difficult to explain.

B. I like doing science experiments, I find science experiments difficult to explain.

C. When I like doing science experiments, yet I find them difficult to explain.

D. Although I like doing science experiments, I find them difficult to explain.
	W-7.1.1
(combine sentences)
                        Key: D

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-1.1: Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by… Using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Constructing a variety of sentence types (e.g., simple and compound, sentences with embedded phrases)




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7.1.1

9. What is the best way to combine the two sentences below?

Scientists claim that teenagers naturally need to sleep later in the day than adults. Teenagers’ biological clocks are set differently.

A. Scientists claim that teenagers naturally need to sleep later in the day than adults: teenagers’ biological clocks are set differently.

B. Scientists claim that teenagers naturally need to sleep later in the day than adults because teenagers have a different biological clock.

C. Scientists claim that teenagers naturally need to sleep later in the day than adults; however, teenagers have a different biological clock.

D. Although scientists claim that teenagers naturally need to sleep later in the day than adults, teenagers’ biological clocks are set differently.
	W-7.1.1 (combine sentences)                                      Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-1.1: Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by… Using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Constructing a variety of sentence types (e.g., simple and compound, sentences with embedded phrases)




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7.9.1

10. Which word correctly completes the sentence below?

My uncle took all of his children to __________ school.

A. them

B. those

C. they

D. their


	W-7-9.1 (grammar: pronoun)                                Key: D

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…  Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors



	11. Which word correctly completes the sentence below?

Grab _____ coat so we can go!

A. these

B. your

C. their

D. them


	W-7-9.1 (grammar: pronoun)                               Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors



	W-7.9.1

12. What is the correct form of the underlined words below?

Clusters of neurons in the brain are responsible for different functions, such as language, balance, and being hungry.
A. been hungry

B. hungry

C. hunger

D. having been hungry 


	W-7-9.1 (grammar: verb)                                      Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7.9.1

13. What is the correct form of the underlined words below?

Yesterday, a group of students goes to the school for foreign language club.

A. went

B. go

C. were gone

D. was going 


	W-7-9.1 (grammar: verb)                                      Key: A

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors



	W-7.9.1

14. Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

When Jamie lended me a shirt, I did not hear her ask for it back.

A. change lended to lent
B. change me to I
C. change hear to heard
D. change back to backed

	W-7-9.1 (grammar: verb)                                      Key: A

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors



	W-7.9.1

15. Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

Yolando was choosen to be the lead in the school play.

A. Change was to is
B. Change choosen to chosen
C. Change be to have been
D. Change lead to led

	W-7-9.1 (grammar:  verb)                                      Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7-9.1

16. How should the underlined word in the sentence below be written?

One of the girls go to every soccer game.

A. are going

B. going

C. would of gone

D. goes


	W-7-9.1 (grammar: verb)                                      Key: D

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.1: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using Standard English conventions in editing to correct errors



	W-7-9.2

17. Which other word in the sentence below should be capitalized?

Our teacher assigned The Old Man and the sea for reading this summer.

A. teacher

B. sea

C. reading

D. summer


	W-7-9.2 (capitalization)                                         Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.2: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying capitalization rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using capitalization correctly in editing 



	W-7-9.2

18. Which word in the sentence below should be capitalized?

My father wanted me to play major league baseball in the fall with coach Harry.

A. father

B. major

C. fall

D. coach


	W-7-9.2 (capitalization)                                          Key: D

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.2: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…Applying capitalization rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using capitalization correctly in editing 




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7-9.4

19. Which edit is needed in the sentence in the box below?

Hiking up mountains with Brians group is one of the best forms of exercise.

A. change mountains to mountain’s

B. change mountains to mountains’

C. change Brians to Brian’s

D. change forms to forms

	W-7-9.4 (apostrophe/possessive)                           Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 



	W-7-9.4

20. Where should a colon (:) be placed in the sentence below?

I want to ask my teacher the question how do I write the bibliography of my report?

A. after want
B. after teacher
C. after question
D. after write

	W-7-9.4 (colon)                                                        Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 



	W-7-9.4

21. Where should a colon (:) be placed in the sentence below?

 There were three finalists Mary, Jacob, and Carlos.

A. after were
B. after finalists
C. after Mary
D. after Jacob

	W-7-9.4 (colon)                                                       Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7-9.4

22. Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A. Since I went to chess club every afternoon, I did not go to gym, or art.

B. Since I went to chess club, every afternoon I did not go to gym or art.

C. Since I went to chess club every afternoon, I did not go to gym or art.

D. Since I went to chess club every afternoon I did not go to gym, or art.



	W-7-9.4

22. See item above.


	W-7-9.4 (comma)                                                   Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 



	W-7.9.4

23. Where should a comma be placed in the sentence below?

There is a great deal of reading for American history class and our English teacher assigns three novels each year.

A. after reading        

B. after American
C. after class
D. after English

	W-7-9.4 (comma)                                                    Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7.9.4

24. Where should a semicolon (;) be placed in the sentence below?
I think social studies class is interesting however, I believe there is too much reading and writing.

A. after think
B. after interesting
C. after too
D. after reading

	W-7-9.4 (semi-colon)                                             Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.4: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by… Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Using punctuation marks correctly in editing 



	W-4.9.5

25. How should the underlined word in the sentence below be spelled?

Right before the test I felt a little panicy.

A. panicey

B. panice

C. panicky

D. paniky


	W-7-9.5 (spelling)                                                    Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.5: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…  Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling patterns/rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Applying conventional spelling patterns/rules to new situations in writing



	W-7-9.5

26. Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

My mother asked me to buy two loaves of bread, a bag of potatoes, and some cherries.

A. change buy to by
B. change loafs to loaves
C. change potatoes to potates
D. change cherries to cherres


	W-7-9.5 (spelling)                                                    Key: B

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.5: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…  Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling patterns/rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Applying conventional spelling patterns/rules to new situations in writing




	Stand-Alone Writing Items for Writing Structures and Conventions



	Sample Writing Items for Grade 8
	Information about the Items



	W-7.9.5

27. How should the underlined word in the sentence below be spelled?

One speces of apes that is particularly interesting is the Eastern Gorillas.

A. speci

B. speces

C. species

D. specious


	W-7-9.5 (spelling)                                                    Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.5: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…  Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling patterns/rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Applying conventional spelling patterns/rules to new situations in writing



	W-4.9.5

28. Which edit is needed in the sentence below?

The research paper took a substantal effort in my opinion.  

A. change research to researched
B. change took to taked
C. change substantal to substantial
D. change opinion to opinon

	W-7-9.5 (spelling)                                                    Key: C

Item Type: MC – stand alone
Alignment to GLE W-7-9.5: In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by…  Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling patterns/rules
Depth of Knowledge: Level 1 – Applying conventional spelling patterns/rules to new situations in writing




Item Type: CR (used with photograph of girl with cell phone)			Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs 


W–7–4.2 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by…Establishing context, character motivation, problem/conflict/challenge, and resolution, and maintaining point of view


W–7–5.2: Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by… Using relevant and descriptive details and sensory language to advance the plot/story line   


W–7–5.2: Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by… Using dialogue to advance plot/story line  


W–7–5.3: Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by… Developing characters through description, dialogue, and actions 


W–7–5.4: Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by…Using voice appropriate to purpose 


W–7–5.5: Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by…Maintaining focus





Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Developing text which may be limited to one paragraph; Using simple organizational strategies to structure written work (e.g., basic paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details; simple transitions)

















Item Type: CR – Report using fact sheet: Aztec School Children				Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs


W-7-6.1: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using an organizational text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea 


EXAMPLES (of text structures): description, proposition/support, compare/contrast


W-7-6.3: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using transition words or phrases appropriate to organizational text structure 


W-7-6.4: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Writing a conclusion that provides closure


W-7-7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by … Stating a focus/controlling idea


W-7-8.5: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate





Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Developing text which may be limited to one paragraph; Using simple organizational strategies to structure written work (e.g., basic paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details; simple transitions)





 

















An organizing box, with cues specific to the writing genre, is provided to help students organize ideas. This can be completed at any time and will be included as part of the scoring. 





Item Type: ER – Report using fact sheet: Aztec School Children		                      Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs


W-7-6.1: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using an organizational text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea EXAMPLES (of text structures): description, proposition/support, compare/contrast


W-7-6.2: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Selecting appropriate information to set context, which may include a lead/hook


W-7-6.3: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using transition words or phrases appropriate to organizational text structure 


W-7-6.4: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Writing a conclusion that provides closure


W-7-7.2 In informational writing,, students effectively convey purpose by … Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea


W-7-8.2: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …


 Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information


W-7-8.3: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing, explaining, comparing


W-7-8.4: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Addressing readers’ concerns (providing context –in reports)


W-7-8.5: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate





Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 – Developing compositions that include multiple paragraphs; Using appropriate organizational text structures (e.g., description; proposition/support; compare/contrast; cause/effect); Supporting ideas with details, examples, text references





 

















What are the supporting details in your report? ___________________________________________


______________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Item Type: ER – Persuasive - not with passage								Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs


W-7-6.1: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using an organizational text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea EXAMPLES (of text structures): proposition/support, problem/solution


W-7-6.2: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Selecting appropriate information to set context, which may include a lead/hook


W-7-6.3: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using transition words or phrases appropriate to organizational text structure 


W-7-6.4: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Writing a conclusion that provides closure


W-7-7.2 In informational writing,, students effectively convey purpose by … Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea


W-7-7.3: In informational writing,, students effectively convey purpose by … Writing with a sense of audience, when appropriate


W-7-8.2: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …


 Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information


W-7-8.3: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing, explaining, comparing


W-7-8.4: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments – in persuasive writing)


W-7-8.5: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate





Depth of Knowledge: Level 3 – Developing compositions that include multiple paragraphs; Using appropriate organizational text structures (e.g., proposition/support; compare/contrast; cause/effect); Supporting ideas with details, examples





 

















2. What are the supporting reasons/arguments and counterarguments in your article? ___________________________________________


______________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





In some parts of the country, students go to school year-round. They go to school the same number of days as students who have a 10-week summer vacation. Students who go to school year round have three to four weeks off every three months. 


Do you think that going to school year round is a good idea? Write a persuasive article for your school newspaper stating and supporting your opinion.








The writing prompt is included in a text box.








What are the supporting details/references to text in your response? ___________________________________________


______________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





In cases where the writing item uses a text passage, students will be reminded to follow along as the passage is read aloud. Many items - but not all - will include a text passage with the prompt.











Based on the poem and what you know, what do you think the poet’s message is? How does the poet use imagery to convey this message? Use details from the poem in your response.





Item Type: CR – Persuasive - not with passage					Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs


W-7-6.1: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using an organizational text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea 


EXAMPLES (of text structures): proposition/support


W-7-6.3: In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by … Using transition words or phrases appropriate to organizational text structure


W-7-7.2: In informational writing,, students effectively convey purpose by … Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea


W-7-7.3: In informational writing,, students effectively convey purpose by … Writing with a sense of audience, when appropriate


W-7-8.2: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea, and excluding extraneous information


W-7-8.3: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by …3 Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing, explaining, comparing


W-7-8.4: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Addressing readers’ concerns (including counterarguments – in persuasive writing)


W-7-8.5: In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by … Commenting on the significance of information, when appropriate





Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Developing text which may be limited to one paragraph; Using simple organizational strategies to structure written work (e.g., basic paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details; simple transitions)





 
































Item Type: CR – Response to Literary Text: “The Astronomer”		Grade Level: 8





Alignment to GLEs


W–7–2.3: In response to literary text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/concepts by… Connecting what has been read to prior knowledge, or the broader world of ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas


W–7–3.1 In response to literary text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by…Stating and maintaining a focus (purpose), a firm judgment, or point of view when responding to a given question


W–7–3.2 In response to literary text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by…Making inferences about the relationship(s) among events, characters, setting, theme, or author’s craft


W–7–3.3: In response to literary text, students make and support analytical judgments about text by…Using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or judgment





Depth of Knowledge: Level 2 – Developing text which may be limited to one paragraph; Using simple organizational strategies to structure written work (e.g., basic paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details; simple transitions)

















4. Use information from the fact sheet and your own knowledge to write a report that compares the experiences of Ancient Aztec school children to school experiences of children today.


Follow along as the fact sheet is read to you. Then read the prompt in the box and follow the directions below.
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