Assessment Components & Current Assessment Practices

Enhancing Local Capacity for An Inclusive Assessment System: Thursday, July 6, 2006   University of Guam
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-Considerations-
	
	

	1. General assessment for all students
	1. Does your entity have a single statewide system of challenging academic content standards applied to all public schools and LEAS?  Please describe your situation.  Yes, using the SAT-10, but content standards need to be revisited especially for math.  Not all content standards are measurable.
2. Does your entity have a single statewide system of challenging academic achievement standards applied to all public schools and LEAS?  Please describe your situation. Yes.  See DAP in column 4.
3. Does your entity have a single statewide system of annual high-quality assessments?  Please describe your situation.  Yes, SAT-10.  We must go back & revisit the alignment of the content standards and SAT-10 skills.
4. Does your entity have a system of assessments with high technical quality?  Please describe your situation.


	A. Is there guidance for the IEP team decision for participation?

B. Are there professional development activities for general and special educators?


	· GPSS is one public school system serving approximately 32,000 students in Early Intervention (IDEA Part C Program), Head Start/ Preschool, Elementary, Middle, and High School levels.

· NCLB Consolidated State Plan: 2003-2008 District Action Plan (DAP): Improving Academic Achievement in Reading, Math, and Language Arts
· DAP: Standards & Assessment: (1) By the end of SY 2008-2009, using SAT9 2002 scores as baseline data, at least 50% of students in the grades tested will reach the 50th percentile in a norm-referenced test that measures reading, math, and language arts skills; (2) The percentage of students in all grades achieving basic or proficient levels on standards-based tests in reading, math, and language arts will reach at least 75% 90% over a ten-year period, beginning with the first year (SY 2002-03 baseline) the tests are administered. (By 2013).  Align DAP with AYP.
· Beginning SY 2004-05, GPSS administered SAT-10 for grades 1-12.

· Guam has a defined curriculum (DI)…content standards have been set aside…not being taught.
· Alignment of content standards done with programs, not with SAT-10.


	· To reach levels in DAP.  DI is used for Reading, Language Arts and math in elementary and middle school ( Should this be extended for high school (is it needed?)

· NRT vs. CRT( is this an option for Guam? (SPED?)

· Within the DI program, there’s a formative assessment.

· TFASG ( grant asking for 3rd party assessment (Plan).

· Develop Team to do this.

· Review and revise

· Peer review to revision (who does this?  GSEG?)

· Develop training modules

· TRAIN!!

· Works in conjunction with above … revise as a whole? Or only SPED section.

Content standards need to be well-defined.

· Verify that the SAT-10 skills are in line with the content standards.

· Revisit the content standards (math especially).
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	1. General assessment for all students
	5. Does your entity have the alignment of academic content standards, academic achievement standards, and assessments?  Please describe your situation.
	
	· SAT-10 Test data not is disaggregated.  Needs to be followed-up to assure disaggregation.  Is there a correlation to confirm benchmarks (program benchmarks) K-8 only.
· Guidance for IEP Teams: Special Education Procedural Manual includes procedures for determining participation in General assessment: As is, with accommodation/s, or an alternate assessment.
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	2. Assessment accommodations consistent with daily instruction
	Does your entity ensure inclusion of all students in the assessment system?

Please describe your situation.
Guam currently is utilizing SAT-10 (as mandated) for students with disabilities and students with LEP.

The accommodations utilized are pre-approved or established by Harcourt, publishers of SAT-10. 

Linguistic accommodations used if SLL, except for 1st year enrolled in a public school – thereafter, take the SAT-10 with modifications that were selected by LOTE teacher and agreed by parent.

The assessment utilized (SAT-10) was adopted by the Guam Education Policy Board.
	A. Is there guidance for the IEP team decision for participation?

B. Are there professional development activities for general and special educators?  Yes, but needs to be developed and selected once we “get it together”.

	· Guidance for IEP Teams: Special Education Procedural Manual includes procedures for determining participation in General assessment: As is, with accommodation/s, or an alternate assessment.

· Professional Development: (1) Training for participation determination provided to Consulting Resource Teacher (CRT) for each school.  (2) As part of the annual SAT-10 school coordinators orientation/ training, each school receives the list of students with disabilities who require accommodation/s or an alternate assessment.

· Modifications training has been done (needs to continue) with teachers and RFC (those chosen by the IEP teams).  Training/guidance to assist TEAMS in selecting accommodations.  

· Accommodations selected in IEP match those selected for testing in class.


	· Review process...check to make sure that accommodations selected in IEP are being used, 

· The notion that teachers TEACH and not just accommodate as an excuse not to teach.

· Are accommodations being utilized

· Consistently (daily instruction)

· Correctly

· Need to review purpose of test.

· Need to collect data to track the use of accommodations and/or alternate assessments to yield meaningful results.
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	3. Alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards
	1. Does your entity have a system of assessments with high technical quality?  Please describe your situation.

2. Does your entity ensure the inclusion of all students in the assessment system?  Please describe your situation.


	A. Is there guidance for the IEP team decision for participation?

B. Are there professional development activities for general and special educators?


	No alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards in place.

Guam does not have AA based on GLA standards either!
	· Same as above….SPED handbook indicates this, but it hasn’t been developed.  Need to start with procedures for selecting AA, need to develop alternate achievement standards, etc…

· Stakeholder Input – parents, teachers, administrators, etc. (Board, etc)

· Information & sharing

· Buy in

· Shift in thinking.

(This first!)

· Awareness training

· Direction for Guam … 

· Develop guidelines …evaluate (field test first)

· SPED

· C&I

· RP&E

· Gen Ed ( Elem/Secondary

· Train and Share
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* Blue Text – Jurisdiction inserts from May 2006 Meeting in Honolulu, HI.

* Red Text – Jurisdiction inserts from July 6, 2006 Training in Guam.

*Green Text – Jurisdiction inserts from July 8, 2006 Training in Guam.

