Inclusive Assessment System Components 
ACCOMMODATIONS
Taken from a presentation by Martha Thurlow, National Center for Educational Outcomes (NCEO) at the PAC6 Assessment Institute, January 2007, Tumon, Guam.

Definitions
· Accommodations are practices or procedures that provide equitable access during instruction and assessments for students with disabilities and others.

· Accommodations are changes in assessment materials or procedures that allow the student’s knowledge and skills to be assessed rather than the student’s disability or limited English skills.

· Accommodations are intended to reduce or eliminate the effects of a student’s disability or limited English skills - they do not reduce learning expectations.

· Accommodations are intended to produce valid measures of what a student knows and is able to do.  To determine whether each is valid requires relating the accommodations to the standards and content that is being assessed.

· When a procedure or practice does not produce a valid measure, it usually is called something else – modification, nonstandard administration, nonallowed accommodation.
· The challenge is to determine when a change in procedure or practice switches an accommodation to a modification.  This is a key part of setting up accommodation policies.  It requires the standards and content.
Federal Requirements

1. Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA2004) requires: 

· Provision of accommodations as appropriate during state and district-wide assessments.

· IEP teams select instructional and assessment accommodations for individual students.

· States/Territories report on the number of students using accommodations during the regular assessment.

2. No Child Left Behind (NCLB 2001) requires via Peer Review Guidelines:

· Provision of appropriate variety of accommodations for students with disabilities (4.3a) and appropriate variety of linguistic accommodations for students with limited English proficiency (4.3b).

· Steps have been taken to ensure fairness in the development of the assessments (4.3c).

· Use of accommodations…yield meaningful scores (4.3d).

· Appropriate accommodations are used in a manner consistent with instructional approaches for each student, as determined by the IEP/504 plan; State monitors availability of accommodations during test administration (4.6a).

· State has determined that scores based on accommodated administrations will allow for valid inferences about students’ knowledge and skills and can be combined meaningfully with scores from non-accommodated administrations (4.6b). . . .[[LEP 4.6c&d accurate, monitor]]

· Actions have been taken to monitor the implementation of accommodations during testing (4.6e).
Overview of State Policies
States accommodations policies typically address:

· Who Receives Accommodations

· Criteria Used to Guide Decisions

· What Happens When Student Needs An Accommodations not Listed

· Lists of Accommodations
41 states’ guidelines include accommodations policies for Section 504 students.

25 states’ guidelines include accommodations policies for ELL students with IEPs.

States that indicate students may use accommodations with qualifications generally limit students to standard accommodations – and also indicate that they must have been using them for regular classroom instruction. The six states that do this are Colorado, Kansas, Montana, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

Both Oregon and Wyoming indicate that accommodations are available to all students, including students with and without disabilities. Wyoming simply indicates that the student must need the accommodation and it must have been a part of the student’s regular instruction. 

List of Accommodations
Organization of policies is important – most often it is by type of accommodation or by content area.  Sometimes it is by test, then by content area, then by type of accommodation.  

· Most often listed accommodations are not those needed the most.
· Organization may be important in ease of use – by type (presentation, response, setting, timing) or content (reading, writing, math, science)

· Driving factor no longer is access to assessment – now it is obtaining a valid measure of the student’s knowledge and skills.

Accommodation policies are more complicated than they used to be.
When NCEO first started summarizing policies, they simply indicated an X for allowed and a blank for not mentioned, and a P for prohibited.  But, over time policies have become much more complicated. 

NCEO is currently working on having all the policies summarized on its Web site in a more interactive fashion, so that it will be easier to see what these really mean. Allowed in certain circumstances covers different content areas (accommodations allowed in all areas but reading, for example – or certain parts of the reading test), it also covers specific tests (allowed on all tests except the exit exam), as well as other individual kinds of situations (allowed only if the examinees have been trained in the use of the accommodation – such as a specific assistive technology device).
Current Accommodation Policies in Regular States Reflect Variability

	
	Valid Score
	Invalid Score

	Scribe
	35
	7

	Braille
	45
	2

	Read Aloud Questions
	8
	11

	Signing Questions
	8
	12


State Implementation Practices
· Research has found that during statewide testing “school personnel were frequently unprepared for and unable to handle the logistics of providing partial participation and individual accommodations.” (Shriner and DeStefano, 2003).  
· Research also found that test accommodations provided were not always linked to instructional accommodations; the accommodations decisions were not made on an individual student level. (DeStefano, Shriner, and Lloyd, 2003).
· Special Education teachers are often unable to identify accommodations as standard or nonstandard.

· Read aloud questions

67%

· Calculator



62%

· Scribe



33%
· 34% of teachers did not know what happened to students’ scores when a nonstandard accommodation is used.
A study conducted by ASES (Langley and Olsen, 2003) found that

· “Students are sometimes over accommodated, inappropriately accommodated or under-accommodated.” 
· State Education Agencies (SEAs) provided limited training on use of accommodations, and training that was provided was directed primarily at special education teachers.

Documentation

· Record the rationale for your decisions.
· Document when you do things (e.g., changed policy, held a stakeholder meeting, received board approval, what you did, and who was involved). 

· Document when you make decisions, what they are, and who is involved.
Monitoring and Reporting Use of Accommodations

· One of the first questions when looking at low student performance is whether students have needed accommodations.
· Essential to know what is happening during assessment so can adjust, if needed.
· Reporting of accommodations use is required.
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