Making Decisions about Accommodations for Reading

Some guiding principles when making decisions about assessment accommodations during IEP team meetings
· Do not start from a list of accommodations and check off those that seem to be good. Instead start from the content and from knowledge of the individual student. 

· Know the reading standards and how they are assessed (this should be reflected in the accommodation guidelines!)

· Know the student’s learning strengths and areas of need in reading. 
· Ask how the student’s learning needs affect the achievement of grade-level content and achievement standards. 
· Ask what specialized instruction (e.g., learning strategies, organizational skills, reading skills) the student needs to achieve grade-level content and achievement standards.

· Check to see whether accommodations used during instruction have been effective for the student (have data been collected?).
· Check with the student on his or her perceptions about how well the accommodation worked and whether he or she will use the accommodation during an assessment.
· Check with others (parents, teachers, specialists) about how well the accommodation worked.
· For any accommodations already listed on the students IEP, ask whether those accommodations should continue to be listed or should be discontinued, following the series of questions and checks above.
