CNMI Public School System ( Special Education Program


Special Education and Related Requirements

Thursday, September 4, 2008


Group Recommendations for CNMI Assessment Participation & Accommodation Manual 

· On Page 22 & 23: Why is the reading disability on page 22 separate from the page 23, which is also a reading disability?

· To divide sections using colored pages or tabs to make it easier to find what you’re looking for.

· Page 50: Need to clearly define what is Level 1-4. Is it already made because we want to present this to the other teachers and they will ask about it.  If not yet made, we can work on it at school-level.  Put a footnote on bottom of page explaining it.

· Kindly indicate performance indicator for each rubric.
· Purpose of survey should be included.
· When forms/manuals are revised, old ones should be trashed and new ones distributed to all to ensure that everyone moves forward with new ones.  * Post updated forms on a website for us to check.

· Put form number on each form.

· Make Table of Contents of Form #, Revised date and Form Name (to reduce confusion on getting correct updated forms)

· Have Corrected Revised forms and Table of Contents before the first Contact Teachers LC meeting.

· Post Accommodation Manual on PSS website.

· Include/add: Looking at formative assessment term, I believe that it is equally important for the “student” to receive immediate descriptive feedback in the process of assessing student learning, is it not?

· Modification definition (pg 11) clarification: (change quantity, maintain quality).  

-Stated: Modifications refer to practices that change, lower, or reduce learning expectations.

Practices that change learning expectations, -Practices that lower learning expectations, Practices that reduce learning expectations.

Recommend: Modifications refer to practices that change/simplify the number of learning expectations, and maintains on grade level of performance learning expectations.

· More clear or direct explanation of these things in the front: SWD, 504, ELL

· Include examples of accommodations for ELL and “504” students like those on pages 20-24.

· Written criteria for ELL Teacher Survey.  Expand or add more criteria for rubrics “should be written or included in the manual”.

· Comment: Discussion of Extended Time is on page 43.  “Kudos”

· More training for ELL topics especially for general education teachers.

· ELL Survey (pg 49), kindly translate in different languages.

· Responsibility Description of classroom teacher, SPED, Admin. in accommodating 504/ELL/ SWD.

· It’s hard to come up with recommendations now.  WE should implement and start putting it to use then recommendations will come about.

· Share with gen. ed. community at our school.

QUESTIONS:

· Please give us some examples of how we can provide accommodations for students with sever cases of cognitive abilities whose performance is way below grade level.  

Example: 1) Student who is still learning to read and write needs to be reading and writing reflections for “Catcher in the Rye”.  2). Student learning number values needs to be solving multiplication and division equations.

· PD with General ed. about accommodations should be mandatory.

· 504: Copy of Rehab Act to explain why school needs to provide accommodation.

· How do you accommodate students with mental retardation?

· Inside a regular classroom, can we separate and put together the SPED students?

· As gen. ed. teacher, what do we do when a student with special needs wants to return to the resource room?

· Child is getting A+ from kinder to 4th grade and her Reading level is Kinder level and was only detected now.  What do we do now?  Child is ashamed to in the SpEd Room, what should we do to make the child understand?
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